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Summer Calendar
Lake Board Meetings -
Lake Advisory Board @ 9:00am and Lake Board @ 10:00am ‘ I I \A’ h p
Township Hall - 132 N. Blackstone Avenue, Colon, MI 0 o n 0 n S I
4/12, 5/10, 6/14, 7/12, 8/9, & 9/13

colontownshiplakeboard.com L k B d
The meetings are open to the public and attendance is encouraged. q e 0 q r

Magic City Grill Fest

June 21st from 11:00am to 5:00pm

magiccitygrillfest.com
Contact George Collins at 616.901.8069
or email magiccitygrillfest@gmail .com.

Independence Day Weekend Festivities

Ring of Fire
July 3rd @ 10:00pm on Palmer & Long Lakes

Downtown Parade
July 4th @ 11:00am - Village Downtown

Fireworks
July 4th @ 10:00pm behind Elementary School.
July 4th @ 10:30pm Palmer Lake near Burr Oak Launch

Palmer Lake Flotilla

July 5th @ 6:00pm at the Burr Oak Launch. .
Shoreline starts @ 5:00pm. Theme is “Landmarks” colontownshi plq keboard.com

P.O. Box 249
Colon, M1 49040

Contact Jim Crawford at 262.358.3600 or email
palmerlakeflotilla@gmail.com.

Long Lake Poker Run
July 19th @ 2:00pm on Long Lake
Contact Rachel Nabozny at 269.720.06%77

Colon Township Lake Board

o
Abbott Magic’s 85th Annual Get-Together <
July 30th to August 2nd - magicgettogether.com 8
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The Colon Township Lake Board

The mission of the Colon Township Lake Board
(CTLB) is to preserve and protect the water quality of
Palmer and Long Lakes, the connecting channel and
its surroundings, and to enhance the water quality,

fishery, safety, and aesthetic values of these, as a public

recreational facility, for today and for future generations.

In an effort to better communicate with riparians and
the general public, the CTLB maintains a website at
colontownshiplakeboard.com where minutes from both
the advisory and lake boards are posted as well as testing
results, special announcements, fishing crib locations,
meeting times and dates and other activities of the CTLB
and Advisory Board. We also maintain a Facebook

page where we post notices of upcoming meetings, E.
coli readings, and other special announcements. We
encourage riparians and the general public to use these
resources for a better understanding of the lake board’s
functions and activities but we strongly encourage and
welcome you to attend our monthly meetings. They are
open to the public and provide an excellent opportunity

to asked questions or voice your concerns.
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Native Plants
The lake board encourages all riparian owners to consider
planting a buffer strip of native plants and ground cover

at their lake shore. A list of native plants and where to

obtain them can be found at mishorelinepartnership.org.

Please refrain from applying fertilizers near the lake and
do not dump yard debris and leaves into the lake as this
contributes to nutrient loading which is harmful to our
lakes and waterways.

E. coli Testing

The presence of E. coli in inland lakes is not uncommon.

The source of the E. coli comes from various sources
including farm runoff, livestock agriculture, wildlife,
water fowl, and faulty septic systems. The Lake Board
will continue monitoring Palmer Lake, Long Lake, the
connecting channel, and Little Swan Creek for E. coli
levels regularly. Sampling will start in the spring and
continue through late summer to early fall with samples
taken at multiple locations. If elevated levels are found in
either lake, water sampling frequency will increase. Data
collected will be shared with the Twin Lakes of Matteson
Committee (TLMC) and Department of Environment,

Great Lakes & Energy (EGLE) for use in our efforts to

@

secure grants to study and improve the watershed affecting
our lakes and streams. Please reference our website where
results are posted regularly with a chart outlining level
ranges and state recommendations.

Fish Stocking Program

In October 2024, The DNR stocked 888 walleye in
Long Lake with additional 675 walleye to be stocked by
the Lake Board in autumn 2025. In the fall 2025, the
DNR will stock Palmer Lake with approximately 1,800
walleye with an additional 450 walleye stocked by CTLB.
Free Fishing Weekend

Speaking of fishing, this year’s upcoming Free
Fishing Weekend dates are June 7th and 8th. All
fishing license fees will be waived for two days.
Residents and out-of-state visitors may enjoy fishing
on both inland and Great Lakes’ waters for all
species of fish. All fishing regulations will still apply.
Watershed Management Grant

Over the past couple of years, the CTLB has worked
with Progressive Companies (PC) and TLMC to
study the watershed water quality including Big
Swan and Little Swan creeks west of Matteson Lake.

Water quality samples include testing for E. coli,
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phosphorus, nitrogen, suspended solids, and algae

content, among other items, in an effort to establish

an overall watershed management plan. Due to

limited government funding, no funding is expected

in 2025 but the CGTLB will continue to research
potential grant funding through PC and our other
partners.

Boater’s Safety Courses

Anyone born prior after December 31, 1978 must
have a boating safety certificate to operate a personal
watercraft (PWC) and anyone born after June 30,
1996 must have a boating safety certificate to operate a
boat legally. Boater’s safety courses are available on-
line for a fee at boated.com/Michigan but we strongly

encourage classroom courses so questions can be asked.

Boater’s Safety Courses are available through the Sheriff’s

office from March through June and in October. There
is no minimum age but children under 12 must be
accompanied by an adult.

Pre-registration is required and lunch is provided. You
can sign up at michigan.storefront.kalkomey.com and

search for classes near your home.
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Boater’s Safety Courses are offered at the following
locations in our area:

Saturday, May 3rd - 9am to 5pm
Colon Fire Station 9
1063 WM 86
Colon, MI

Saturday, May 17th, 2025 - 9am to 4pm
Sunset Cove Resort
931 Sunset Drive
Quincy, MI

Saturday, May 17th, 2025 - 9am to 4pm
Newton Township
11003 9-1/2 Mile Ed
Ceresco, MI 49033

Saturday, June 7th - 9:30am to 5pm
Coldwater Lake Association
516 Warren Road
Coldwater, MI

Saturday, June 14th, 2025 - 9am to 4pm
Branch County Sheriff’s Office Training Room
379 Keith Wilheim Drive
Coldwater, MI

Saturday, June 21st, 2025 - 9am to 4pm
Sunset Cove Resort
931 Sunset Drive
Quincy, MI

Saturday, October 18th - 9am to 4pm
Coldwater Lake Association
516 Warren Road
Coldwater, MI

Financial Report

The CTLB fund balance as of 8/30/24 was $339,922.68
and as of 3/31/2024 was $398,331.4.6, which included
accrued interest from our CD of $11,54.9.88.

Wake Boat Legislation

For the past couple of years, many lake riparians voiced
concern over the erosion and unsafe conditions of wake
boats operating too close to the shoreline. Michigan House
Bill 5532 is working its way through the legislature. The bill
would require boats in “wake sport mode” to be 500 feet or

more from a shore or dock and at a depth of 20 feet or more.

Phosphorous, Algae Blooms & Invasive Plants

In 2024, the CTLB, in conjunction with PLM, EGLE and
the Michigan DNR, treated Long Lake with Phycomycin in

an effort to reduce the Limnothrix algae that is dominant

to our lakes, and can have adverse effects. Phycomycin is
commonly used in drinking water reservoirs across the United
States to control algae. The treatment was administered

in two treatments over a two-week period with no water

use restrictions with the goal of reducing algae levels in the
water column which would, in turn, allow more sunlight
penetration to encourage rooted plant growth. The first

treatment reduced the algae count from 200,000 ppm (parts
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per million) to 100,000 ppm, with the second treatment
further reducing the algae from 100,000 ppm to 65,000
ppm. While the treatments were successful, the algae counts
remained high and improvement in water clarity (Secchi
Readings) showed only 6” of improvement in Long Lake,
which spread to the adjoining channel. If approved by EGLE
and the CTLB, treatments in 2025 would begin earlier in the
season when algae counts reach 20,000 ppm with the goal of
keeping algal counts as low as possible. Total cost per treatment
would be $27,500 plus $2,000 for monitoring and sampling.
Lily Pad Treatments

Spot treatments of lily pads in the channel have showed
success at this point and access to the channel has been
restored in areas where lily pads impeded access.
Watershed Management Study

From November 2023 to September 2024,a watershed
management study has been underway and the report has
completed and will be available for review in June 2025.
The study recommends adding buffer strips along Big and
Little Swan Creeks to help return the creeks to a more
natural contour. Algal issues are likely isolated to Palmer
and Long Lakes and exasperated by nutrient loading from

Big and Little Swan Creeks. Phosphorous levels are near
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normal but nitrogen exceeded natural levels and could
be aided using best management practices (BMP) along
the contributing creeks. The findings did not, however,
discern any obvious sources of elevated E. coli in Big
and Little Swan Creeks. Overall, the results showed the
watershed in better condition that originally believed.
Gizzard Shad

Gizzard shad, an invasive fish species to our lakes, have
significantly populated. Shad feed on bottom dwelling
plankton, algae, and detritus, and their feeding habits
can disrupt the bottom sediments, leading to increased
turbidity (cloudiness) in the water. Gizzard shad also
compete with other desirable fish species, like bass, for
food resources. In eutrophic lakes, such as ours, shad can
contribute to the formation of algal blooms by increasing
nutrient levels and possibly promoting the growth of
certain types of algae over others. To help combat the
growing population of gizzard shad, the CTLB has
released significant numbers of larger sized walleye, a
natural predator to gizzard shad. The latest lake survey
shows the population of gizzard shad decreasing but the

existing shad in the lake are growing in size.

CTLB Survey

Periodically, the CTLB conducts a survey of all riparians
within the CTLB purview. Questions around safety,

lake quality, improvements, and an opportunity to make
constructive suggestions or offer feedback. This year’s survey
will be available by scanning the QR code next to your address
on the front of this newsletter. You may also find a link to our
survey on our website at colontownshiplakeboard.com.
Important Contact Information

Colon Township Lake Board (CTLB)

P.O. Box 249

Colon, M1 49040

colontownshiplakeboard.com

Department of Environment, Great Lakes & Energy (EGLE)
michigan.gov/egle

800-662-9278

Michigan DNR (DNR)

michigan.gov/dnr

517-284-6367

St. Joesph Sheriff’s Office

stjosephcountymi.org
(269) 467-5500
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